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 SEnoxaparin sodium

Haemorrhagic bullous dermatosis in two elderly
patients: 2 case reports

Two elderly men developed haemorrhagic bullous
dermatosis while receiving enoxaparin sodium.

A 68-year-old man was receiving SC injection of enoxaparin
sodium 60mg every 12 hours for superior vena cava
syndrome. He presented 15 days later with with haemorrhagic
vesiculo-bullous lesions in the malar region on the right side,
around his lower jaw and on the dorsum of his hand. The
asymptomatic lesions had appeared 8 days after starting
enoxaparin sodium and had been treated with silver nitrate.
Biopsy from a blood-filled lesion of 7mm diameter, located on
his hand, confirmed a fibrin-covered, purulent, necrotic ulcer,
with granulation tissue and fibrosis in its base and residual
reparative epithelial changes. Coagulation studies found no
alterations. The man continued to receive enoxaparin sodium
and the lesions resolved within 2–3 weeks.

A 78-year-old man with recently diagnosed stage IV non-
small cell lung cancer was receiving SC injection of enoxaparin
sodium 80mg every 12 hours [indication not stated]. He
developed asymptomatic, haemorrhagic skin lesions on his
knees, face and right forearm 10 days after starting the drug.
Examination found tense, dry haemorrhagic vesicles of up to
5mm in diameter. Histological investigation identified an
intraepidermal vesicle containing blood, occasional neutrophil
and fibrin. The underlying dermis contained red blood cell
extravasation and a mixed inflammatory infiltrate with
neutrophils, with no signs of vasculitis. Coagulation studies
found no alterations. The man continued to receive enoxaparin
sodium and the lesions resolved within 2–3 weeks.

Author comment: We present two new cases of
haemorrhagic bullouse dermatosis related to administration
of enoxaparin, occurring in areas distant from the site of
injection.
Villanueva CA, et al. Bullous hemorrhagic dermatosis at distant sites: A report of
2 new cases due to enoxaparin injection and a review of the literature. Actas
Dermo-Sifiliograficas 103: 816-819, No. 9, Nov 2012. Available from: URL: http:/
/dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ad.2011.06.012 [Spanish; summarised from a translation] -
Spain 803082247

1

Reactions 19 Jan 2013 No. 14350114-9954/10/1435-0001/$14.95 Adis © 2010 Springer International Publishing AG. All rights reserved


